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PSALM, Ixii. 2. 
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TO SEE THY POWER AND THY GLORY, $0 AS I HAV&ZSEEN | 
THEE IN THE SA ns: * 


A FRAME of ſpirit cocerdly gracious ſome. 
times appears in the moſt advantageous light 7 gn the 
moſt melancholy ſcenes, and a good man ofteatimey 


ſhines brighteſt when ſurrounded with the - greateſt 


troubles. 'The- conduct of David, the authotef this 
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plalm verifies the obſervation. : 
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He was called to experience many heavy aſflzions, 
but in the foreſt trials he was not unmindfuf 'of his 
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God, his affeftion remained, and” he expreſled | i Zin the 
warmeſt devotional language. Notwithſtandivy God 
cauſed him' to feel the rod, yet he ſu; »poſed | hin ink. 


nitely worthy his adoration and eſtdem. He: Jad the 
greateſt love to his houſe and ordinahces, and EN trou- 
$ 


ble ſeems to affe&t him more, than the being &#prived 


the 
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the privilege of approach unto God, to behold his glo- 
Ty in his ſanftuary. Much of this ſpirit we diſcover ig 


| 


the compoſition before us, 

IT wag undoubtedly wrote, either when he was ban- 
iſhed from his country, and Saul was attempting to de- 
ftroy him ; or when, by the unnatural rebellion of his 
fon, he was obliged to tice from the capital of his 
kingdom. 


How warmly ! How pathetically, does he declare 
P his longing deſire after his Maker ! -* O' God, thou art 
my God, carly will I ſcek thee ; my ſoul thirſteth for 


thee, my fleſh longeth for thee in a dry and thirſty land; 
where no water 1s.” He adds 1n-our text—* To ſec 
thy power and thy glory, ſo as I have feen thee in the 
Anduary.” * To be reſtored again to worſhip thee be- 
| fore the ark of thy preſence, which 1s the token of thy 
power and majeſty reſiding among us ; and there to en- 
* Joy thee as I have heretofore done, when I had the lib, 


erty to go into thy ſanttuary.”* 


Trex words very filly expreſs, how deſirable is an at- 
tendance upon God in the public methods of his wor- 


flip ; and how highly becoming and pleaſing it is ta 
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ſerious 44 deyout minds, at certain ſeaſons, to reflect 


| upon the advantages they have enjoyed i in his houſe, 


and how they have improved them. And theſe. ATC 


the truths I ſhall now endeavor to conlider. 
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God is preſent every where, and none can ſhughis 


immenſity. We appear before him at al times, and i in 


; | all places, He 15 not confined to temples, © the wark- 
manthip of men's hands.”” | Yet there is 1 ſpecial prhur- 
ing ourſelves ; and this muſt be, by an attendance upon : 
s him in his houſe, as in the fervices of it he 15 particifarly 
| exhibited : as being ſeated on a throne of majeſly:and 
grace, as ready -to- receive the united homage of his 
creatures, willing to hear their imporrungte petitions, to 
ofter his ſacred truths, maniteſt his perfections, ang af- 
tord. his bleſſing, $8 
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We find under the Jewiſh aiſpent*aticn, the Alinigh: 
ty dwelt in the tabernacle and temple, by extraorditpry 
manitcitations of his glory. By the hinipg light, wich 
. was called the Shecinah, and which appeared upon "the 
| ark of the covenant, he ſignified his peeuliar pref ce. 
This 18 now ceaſed, but we may ſuppoſe, the placesfde- 


voted to his ſervice, and improved for the purpoles of 


religion in the uſe of his ordinances and am en- 
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joy his preſence in a manner ſomewhat appropriate. Act 
cordingly we read, * God loves the gates of Zion, more 


than all the dwellings of Jacob.””* For there he dalights '1 


to diſclofe himſelf to his people, to exerciſe his loving 
kindneſs ; and of conſequence his ſervants appear before 


and attznd upon him in a ſenſe that is particular. 


- 


Ir God hath appointed means of religion, where can 


we more rationally hope and expect to find him, thar- 


in an united attendance upon them in the place < where 


| 
| 
he hath recorded his name ?” 
| 


W. then attend'upon' the Supreme Being when we 
unite to adore the divine attributes,” to  ſupplicate the 


bleſings of his providence and grace, to render the tri- 


bute of praiſe and thankſgiving, for either general of 


particular mercies we receive, and which bring us under 


different obligations. , And we alſo attend upon him 


when we hearken to what he hath declared concerning 


ſin and our duty, concerning his grace, which hath 
brought ſalvation by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and that he 


hath through him; made known'the things relating to 


- our preſent and future. happineſs. And we perform this 
duty, when we improve thoſe injunctions of the poſetive 


and ritual xind, which are deligned by the great head of 
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the church to ſhew forth the marcy of Goa ma feaſible 
way—a method adapted to our en/es, ad alſo to! Fvint 


out our character as linners, and what + we are: t&. .do. 


Men certainly attend upon God in the moſt peuliar 


ſenſe, when they improve the ſacred exerciſes of religion : : 
They put themſelves more immediately under his ioſpec- 


tion, while they addreſs the divine majeſty, and hefr his 


yoice in the temple, as manifeſted in his word ax: by 


: 22S, 
bis ordinances, | *4 
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Now ſuch an attendance, to a mind Lropedly ditpot 
ed is truly deſirable ; and it will appear {o, if we cid. 


_ 


er it as a rea/onable duty, and an eminent privilage 


FIRST. It'is a reaſonable duty. 
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Tar dependance of creatures upon [their Creator, 
their obligations to him, and his right to thar ſeygices 
ay he 1s their Lord, are clear and plain, At the! * firſt 


I bo: 


view, they ſtrike the mind and carry convidtion h ong 
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with them. 5 
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Maxx®1x9 are gathered and formed into ſociztics. 
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Now if the worſhip of God 1s a duty, it ſeems to li; ev- 


rdent that an attendance upon him 1n 2 \ocial way:mutt 
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| be ſo. If then the mind is ſuitably afſected, if it rightly 


judges, attentively conſiders the arguments of religion, 


hath « ſenſe of its obligations to ſubmit to God, and 


own him in the manner he hath directed, and eſteems it 


to be juſt and proper, it cannot be eaſy without an aps- 
proach to him, A ſoul convinced of duty will be fond 
of diſcharging it, He who ſees God to be his ſovereign, 
that 1s impreſſed with a ſenſe of his dominion, and the 
claim he hath to the ſubjetion of his creatures, muſt 


with all readineſs, give teſtimonies of his humble and 


ſubmiſlive regards to him in the ways of his appoint- 


ment, 


Trosz who have no proper conceptions of duty will 


| not be led to religious a&ts, but public worſhip confſider- 


ed in the hight of duty, approving itſelf to the under- 


ſtanding, and urged by the voice of conſcience, will very 


|| powerfully attract. 


SECONDLY. It is alſo an eminent priviledge. 


Maxx1vD having by ſin made themſelves miſerable, 
God is pleaſed in his great goodneſs to afford means to 
recover them from their unhappy circumſtances, rein- 


ſtate them in his favor, and make them blefied through 
his 
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his © beloyed ſon.” Now theſe are wiſely adapted-t9 


theſe important purpoſes ; and they are ſq, i in 2 "Jy 


ſuited to man as 2 redſonable creature, and 4s inured 20 
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Ir God hath eſtabliſhed means, it is at leaf to be pig: 


7 ſumed, men may uſe them with hope, and that they wt 


| » not be altogether ulelc and unſucceſsful with all. yh 
we do not ſuppoſe ſome connexion between means and 


f end, between the means of grace and the good of tho? c 


who improve them, we cannot well conceive why they 
ſhould be inſtituted, nor reconcile their inſtitution arf} 
the call upon, men to make uſe of them, with the wig 


dom and goodneſs of the divine author ; nor yet pet 


haps can we ſay in what ſenſe they are means, or whethej 
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there 18 any ſenſe included in the word. | - 
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[ BurT then, that means may produce an bhowy efleR; 
f they muſt be attended upon with a preparation of hearty 


Men muſt carefully and ſtrenuouſly endeavor, that theif 
minds may be taken off, as much as poſſible from the! 
cares and vanities, the ſtriking things of this life ang 
world, They muſt ſeriouſly conſider their fituation ay: il 
linners—that they need the ſupreme good, an{] think up.? 


on Ged as the only ſource of happineſs ; muſt earneſtly 
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fopplicate him to form the mind to, the beſt and moſkk 
advantageous poſture, to receive the benefit which the 
ordinances of the goſpel are calculated to promote. 


IT is alſo to be remembered, that all means depend 
upon the divine bleſſing for their gficacy. The huſband- 
man ſows, but though the earth 1s adapted to produce, 


yet there muſt be the ſmiles of heaven, the fayorable 


concourſe of providence in the ſhining of the fun, and 


falling of the rain, in order to their being an harveſt : 


lr how V' þ 


” << & © ff 4 - 
wid — ——— eb" 47 a 4 > 4 
CODE EN ag 07 Pts OO% oe one donann CER A a oa Ar crt 


even ſo, the means of grace and ſalvation, while they 
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are waited upon by thoſe for whoſe advantage they are 
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deſigned, muſt be accompanied with the influences of 
the holy Spirit to make them © a ſavor of life unta life.”* 


This ſeems to be plainly pointed out by St. Paul, when 
writing to the Corinthians, he tiles them «God's huſ. 


bandry.” *©T have planted, Apollos watered, but God 
gave the increaſe. So then neither is he that planteth 


any thing, neither he that watereth, but God that give 


eth the increaſe.”** 


Now this attendance upon God is an eminent priv- 


Hedge—it conduces to the pleaſure and delight of the 


foul—and is highly proſitable, 
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® x Cor. + 6, 7: 
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x, Ir condoces to the pleaſiire and ah of the i 
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Manx is a| compound being, conſiſting of belly arA 
ſpirit; the former 1s ſatished by the gratification of = 


and ſenſual appetites, the latter by objedts of a more refs 


ned nature, and by the exerciſes of religion. Heng 


| faith the Pſalmiſt in our context, © Becauſe thy lovinjs 
kindneſs is better than lite ; my lips fſhall' praiſe thee? 
Thus will I ble(s thee while I live, I will lift vp my nanÞ, 


in thy name. | My foul ſhall be ſatisfied as with marrow! 


and fatneſs, and my mouth ſhall praiſe thee with joyhil: 


lips.” And in another place ; ** They ſhall the abunda ant% 


ly ſatished with- the fatneſs of thine houſe; and thous 
ſhalt make them drink of the river of thy PROTON 


For with thee 1s the fountain of life; in thy light ſhall*- 
we ice hght.””* 


an, <8 \ 20 
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In prayer to God, the mind (being in} a ſuitable; 


frame) will rejoice and triumph in the celelieation of the*! 


divine perfe&tions. It muſt be affected, when it off- 2 Þ 


the language of penitence ; It mult be elevated when it 
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enumerates the various bleſiings of providence. it is 


made the partakef of ; and with compoſure COmmIts its 


concerns of a temporal kind, whether proſpefous or ad- 
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verſe, into the hands of a gracious and faithful God, 
But O how muſt it feel, when it ſeeks relief from the 


fountain of mercy, and hatlr hope and expectation of 
the bleſſings of divine goodneſs through the Savior— + j 
that it is intereſted in him, ſhall be a ſharer with him in 
eternal glory—a joint heir with Chriſt to the heavenly 


inheritance ! A ſoul thus brought near to God in devo- 


tion, is amply paid—fully ſatisfied. 


Arz men made acquainted with heavenly and di- 


vine truths, by the diſpenſation of the word, or the ad- 


miniſtration of ordinances ; thoſe truths which are. of 
the greateſt importance, which manifeſt the harmony 
of the divine attributes in the redemption and falvation 
of ſinners, the inſeparable connection | between grace 
and holineſs, and the glorious realities of the future 


ſtate, theſe muſt move the heart, muſt give it exalted 


hopes and the moſt ſolid joys. - The ſoul being anima. 
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ted by themfooks beyond the ' preſent exiſtence into 
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the world of ſpirits. 
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TRUTH 15 adapted to the mind, to pleaſe the un- 


OTE. On 


derſtanding. Politicians will ſpend their time with the | 
greateſt chearfulnefs, in conſulting about, and forming 


different conſtitutions of government ; pointing out 


what 
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what is abſurd in the one, what important in the otggr, 
and which the moſt chgible. Philoſophers have roſTup 
early, and fate up late to ſtudy mathemptical probleys - 
and when they have been able to demonſtrate them, who 
pleaſure they have enjoyed, hath in their imaginatiin, 
more than compenſated tor all the pains they have Pry 
ken. But theſe © are loſs, when compared with the IX 
cellency of divine knowledge.” ” The mind enlightemed 
with 7hat, made acquainted with, the great things c<22- 
nected with its immortal felicity, will ai ford infinitgy 
greater ſatisfaction; ; 
v 
WHarrLlsz God is addreſled; as being near his creaturls, 
while he reveals himſelf to them in his exalted charaCte* j- 
while truth ſhines upon them from his word and {act 
ments, and their ſouls are filled with divi ine light in this 
temple below, this attendance may be conſidered as beay: 
ing {ome faint reſemblance to that above, where. 5 thy 
ſpirits of the juſt made perfeat,” ſhall be completely 


blefled, in the prefence of their God and Savior; and 


{hall & rejoice with joy unſpeakable and ful ! of glory.” 


IT hath 1 think been well obſerved, «that it 1s. pros 
miſed to thoſe who ſerve. the Lord, that he will bring 
them 1nto his holy mountain, and make them Joyful in; 
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his houſe of prayer.” The Pfalmiſt therefore declares, 
« that a day in God's courts is better to him than a 
thouſand elſewhere ;*”** and all his wiſhes ſeem to be 
ſummed up in 7h7s, © that he may dwell in the houſe of 
the Lord all the days of his life, to behold the beauty of 
the Lord and enquire in his holy temple.”F In our ſe- 
cret retirements we may hope to have communion with 
God, and we may ſo in our families ; but it 1s in the 
fanftuary, in the ſolemn afſembly, we may expect the 
dearcſt manifeſtations of him, the brighteſt views' of his 
glory, the ſweeteſt taſtes of his love, and the moſt ſfen- 


fible experience of his power ; all which are defigned 


for our comfort and ſupport, while we are paſling 
through this world, and when we are parting from it, 
doling our eyes upon every thing here, 

2, Ir is an eminent priviledge, as it-is profitable," as 
well as delightful. 

. $ 

* Bues5eD'is the mian (ſaith wiſdom) that heareth 
me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the poſts of 
my doors; for whoſo findeth me findeth life, and ſhall 
obtaui favor of the Lord.” Thoſe that be plarited in 
the houſe of the Lord; ſhall flouriſh in' the courts of 


our 


* Pſalm Izxaiv. IO; F XXVll. 4 ,- Proverbs viii. 34z 35» 
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our God, © they ſhall bring forth fruit 1 in old age, they 
ſhall be fat and flouriſhing,”* This attendance 3 Is aſl 

pily ſubſeryient to the renewal and ſandfication of &h3 
heart. With God is the ſpirit of grace, and for this hs 
will be enquired after. As by importunate ſupplication 
in fecret he is fometimes found, fo no doubt he is i 
prayer in his houſe ; this by a divine inflyence bringing” 


the foul near to God, leads the heart to honor and anc? 
tify him, 
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Trex word preached, tends to the awakening and: 
conviction of ſinners, and in the hands of the bleſſed ſpirsy 
it may be a mean of their converfion. There is un«? 


doubtedly fuch a thing as communion with Goda 


having the heart go forth to the fountaih of all go0d,;: 


and alſo to have him communicate his light and influ-: ; 
ence to men, Now this, in his uſual method, is by che® 
way of ordinances, By theſe, the © ſervants of the moſt : 
high,” find themſelves to be nouriſhed and ſtrengthen- * 
ed, The work of grace is carried on in them, and they: 
are made meet for the heavenly inheritance, © Behold- $ 
ing asin a glaſs the glory of the Lord, they are changed - 
into the ſame image from glory to glory, even as by the 3 


ſpirit of the Lord-# | @. | i 


A. 
* Pſalm xcil. 13, 14, + 2 Cop. in. 1% b 
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AxD as this attendance hath an influence upon the 
temper, ſo it hath upon the conn ORs In the ſame pro- 
portion as © the hidden man of the heart” is affected, 


will be the walk—the general behavior, If the foul 1s 
fanatifed by the imprefion/ of divine truth, the condut 


mult be agrecable to the will of God. He that reaps 
ſpiritual advantage by the 


ny of grace will diſcover ic 
in the life, in an uniform and ſteady pradtice of thoſe va- 


110us virtues incumbent on him, and will have his con- 


verſation in the world in righteouſneſs and ſobriety. 


W: are then naturally lad to obſerve, how highly 
becoming it muſt be to ſerious and devout minds at PA 
tain ſeaſons, to rcliect upon the advantages they have en- 
joyed in the houſe of God, and how they have improv- 
ed them. 6. 


THaT this 1s fitting, I think none will conteſt : ſurg- 
1y none will diſpute the reaſonableneſs of often reflecting 
upon the religious priviledges with which they have been 
favored, and whether they haye had the ſuitable effect, 
and calling to mind whatever hath been beneficial to 
their ſouls! But are there not certain ſeaſons when theſe 
duties are: peculiarly -incumbent on us ? Are we not 


more loudly called upon at one. time than another, and dis 
| rected 
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reted by the hand of providence to turn out minds in- 


taza particular channel, or train of thought ? 


SHOULD not this eſpecially be the caſe, when weare de- 


— — 


prived of thoſe gratious means we once enjoyed, {or are not 


able through age or infirmity to attend uppn them ? 


When David uttered the words of our text, ht was pre- 
vented from going ta the ark of God's preſence, but the 
remembrance of what he had formerly experichced there 
was truly delightful, and he repeatedly expreſſes jt—ex- 
preſles the pleaſure he had in recalling his paſti advanta- 
pes, Thoſe teaſons which he had ſpent in communion 


with God had bcen precious to him, and he loved to 


think them over again,” 


AnD this ought, and will be the deſire of the pious 


and devout, who can no longer go to the houlſg of pray- 


er, and are obliged to ſpend ſolitary ſabbaths; While 
it muſt be diſtreſſing to them to be detained finfom pub- 
lic worſhip, they will endeavor to have their minds hx- 
ed upon divine things, that ſo they may hope « God 
will ſtill be with them, and make the houſe of} conline- 
ment and afflition, as the houſe of God and the gate of 


heaven” : and that thoſe words may be applied to hem, 


in which God promiſes his pious people, when diſperſed 
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in Babylon and mourning the want of public ordinances; 
$1] will be to them as a little ſanctuary in the countries 
where they ſhall come.”* 


Tris is alſo highly decent when we leave the houſe 
of God on the Lord's day, after we have ſpent it in at- 
tending upon diyine inſtitutions, and are retired to our 
habitations. With whar propriety may we then inquire! 
What have been our advantages this day ? with what 
temper have we attended ? what hath been the ſtate of 
our minds ? what good hath been obtained ? what ben- 
elit have we received ? and what can be more becoming 
hereupon, than thankfulneſs,humiliation,and reſolution, 
conformable to the reſult of fo ſerious, ſo deliberate a 
review | 

AnD if this is fifting when ye leaye the houſe of God 
for a /hort term, may I not be allowed to ſay, it is peculi- 
arly incumbent on us, when we are to leave it forever, 
when we are called in providence ta take our final fare- 
well of the place, where for a /ong courſe of years we have 
workuipped our God. Is not then the preſent a ſolemn 
and important ſeaſon ; and are there not certain ſenti- 


ments and reflectons which ſhould poſſeſs our minds in 


c————_ this 
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this our /2/f aſſembling together=our /a/ apronch i to 
God in this venerable building ? 


Taz word and ordinances of Chriſt; are to ins nunm= 


bered among our choiceſt bleſſings ; they| are , cons 


ry 
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nected, not only with our preſent peace and happineſs, 
but with our everlaſting blefſedneſs. With what gratt- 


jude to heaven then, ſhould we reflet upon the! {prrags 
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priviledges we have enjoyed in this place } 
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Have not many of you for a great length lof time; 
here honored and reverenced your God? Haye not 


your. children been folemnly preſented to the great Aus ®© 


thor of their exri{tence, and the ſeal of the covenant af- : 
fixed to them ? Have you not frequently poured out of 
your ſouls to your heavenly father for the merties you 5 
needed—the bleſſings you wanted? Hath not Chriſt l 
been | evidently fet forth as crucified before you, and p 
hath not the goſpel of your ſalvation, its important doc Y 
trines and precepts been- frequently inculcatetl vport | 
q 

you ? v - 


Axv may I not aſk, Have not /om? found his grace to 
zccompany theſe means, and can they not fay, £ 1t hath 


been good for them that they have beer here,” abd that 
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they have experienced laſting benefit? And arc they 
not read y toriſe up and «call upon | their: ſouls to 
bleſs their God,” and pray, that © they may never forget 


the benefits” which have been conferred upon them ? 


And while we refle& with gratitude, ſhould we not 
be alſo humbled for all our finful deficiencics, for'our in'- 
attention and indifference to the divine inſtructions and 
applications we hive had; for our hardneſs of heart un- 
der the ſoftening and conſoling diſpenſations of grace, 
under all the faithful admonitions and threatenings 
from the word of God ; that this word hath in the 
general been fo unprofitable through wnbelief, and that it 


hath obtained no greater pradtical influence. 


An> to our humiliation ſhould we not alſo add re/c- 
lution, that we will aim to retain any good impreſhons we 
may have here felt upon our minds and act agreeably 
thereto: St, Paul, ſpeaking to the Corinthians of the 


goſpel which he had delivered unto them ſays, © By 
which alfo ye are ſaved, it ye keep in memory what 1 


preached unto you, unleſs ye have believed in vain,”* 


We ſhould then recur to thoſe truths which have beer 
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* x, Cor, xv. 2; 
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EASE, 


#aug/t us, together with the evidences wheraby they hav 
been ſupported, that they may abide with us as fixed pring 
ciples of ation, * that (as the apoſtle expreſſes it) we: | 
henceforth be no more children, toſſed! to and frog 
and carried about with every wind of dodrine, by the: 
fleight of men, and cunning craftineſs, whereby theyhe ing} 
wait to deceiye.””* It 1s the language of the Pialmiit, l 


«I will neyer forget thy precepts, for with them chouſ 
E 
haſt quickened me.” 
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May not then one and another of us} nu fay— 
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# Though this houſe is ſoon to be levelled with the 
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earth, and I am no more to aſlemble 1n it with my fel- | 
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low worſhippers, yet it ſhall not be finally lot to me z © 
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ſhall ſtill remarn as to the happy eflects of my roonmmng) 
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here, while I recolle& what I have heard and {cen, and 
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am hereby confirmed in the truth as it is in Jeſus, and - 5 
S 


find ſacred paſſions, affections and reſolutions enkindled E 
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and ſtrengthened in my foul.” R: 
| 21 
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WiTn ſuch a temper then, may we now bid our E: 

| | 18 * 

laſting farewell to this| temple, where God hath been = 
Sg 3 . Is. 
{eryed in one part, for more than ſeventy-ſix years; and F 
I: wo n Ez 

* Ephel. iv. 14. + Palm cxix. 93+ E 

- = 


,R. 


= 
—_ 
F RA 
>. . 


D 


a 


96 


— 
———— 


in the other for ſixty-hve,* and where he hath employed 
a ſucceſſion of manitters ;} who' upon the moſt important 
concerns have adgrefled bothyou and your father:, all of 
whom (melancholly thought) who'were then upon the 
age, and took an active part in the ereftion of this 
building, have long ſince ſlept in the duſt. And we 
would humbly kope and believe, that many ſouls now in 
glory, have been aſliſted and ſtrengthened in their way 


thither ; and that there are others yet /iving, who in the 


ſincerity of their hearts can ſay, © here Chriſt hath met 
me—here he hath blefled me.” 


F 8ay 


* The houſe was creted in the Autumn of 1724—finifhed 


June 1725—dedicated on the 25th of the ſame month—and en- 


& larged in the year 1736. 


+ The third Church in Newbury, (now, the firſt Church in 
Newburyport,) was gathered January 12th, 1726, and on the 19th, 


the Rev. Joux Lowert, A. M. was ordained their miniſter. —He 


died May 15th, 1767, in the 64th year of his age, and 4zd of his | 


miniſtry. 


Rev. Tromas Carr was ordained May 1 1th, 1768, and taken 


off from his public labors by a paralytic diſorder, March gth, 1788, 


being thgn in the 4Yd year of his age, and 20th of his miniſtry, 


Rev. Joun Axpatws was ordained colleague-paſtor Decem- 


ber 10th, 1788. 


l sav theſe things, (my friends) | not with ant Sefigh 
of leading you into any ſuperſtitious notion of ts pub- 
lic edifice, |or that I ſuppoſe there is any reals rn 


cleaving to it. No ! But my deſign this afternogh, hath 
been to lead you to GON—to lead you to your Gzd that 
you might praiſe him, and to your father: God tht you 
might exalt him-—to lead you to a fu uſt Gals! "gh a 
wiſe improyement of thoſe important advantages, Which 


for ſo long a period have been here epjoyed, 
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I May not finiſh without obſerving, that xce@ding 


to the {crious and thoughtful diſpoſition with @hich 
A | you leave the old-houſe, you may hope through Ohrit 
. for an Acceptance in the new-one. May you be prgared 

tor your entrance into it this week, and for 1 its Glemn 
| dedication to God. And while I congratulate you, ar it 
- hath been built with fo much unanimity—with {0 puch 4 
alacrity., peace and love, I pray God, he may befptify 
his temple,” far beyond thoſe decorations of art, Sick 


give it ſo ſplendid an external appearance, and whizh at- 


tract our notice, with ſo very (cnlible; a z pleaſure. 


In a word : May we all bear in wipd, that it Þ.. 


be long as to any of us, and cer tainly as to 0/00 of oF that | 


we can worſhip in the ſanQuary here below, but bleſſed 
be our God, © there is an houſe not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.” There may wecarry our views, 


for that tate may we be ripening. And God of his in- 


finite mercy grant, that we your mini/ters, and you our 


dear people, may meet at /o/t in the heavenly manſions, ang 


be of that happy number, .who'ſhall ftand at the right 
hand of Chriſt, and ſpend a bliſsful eternity together, 


AMEN, 
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